
Josh Hellon 



Title text  

• This is a simple guide to the identification of aquatic plants 
you are likely to encounter in Beds, Cambs and Northants. 

• These species can be found in ponds, rivers and wetland 
environments.  

• The guide also includes some commonly found bryophtes and 
algae 

• The guide is based on training provided by N.Holmes (2007). 
All drawings by J.Hellon (2016) 

• Photos all sourced from Wikimedia Commons – full reference 
available on request. 
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Using the guide 

• This simple guide is based on the growth 
form of plants rather than family group etc.  

• Where plants have various leaf types they 
may appear in more than one section of the 
guide. 

• Use the contents page to navigate 
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Submerged Reeds 

1 Submerged Reeds 



S.lacustris 

B.umbellatus 

S.emersum 

Submerged Reeds 2 



S.sagittifolia 

Submerged Reeds 3 



Emergent Reeds 

4 Emergent Reeds 



S.lacustris 

I.pseudacorus 

E.palustris 

Emergent Reeds 5 



S.emersum 

B.umbellatus 

A.calmnus 

Emergent Reeds 6 



P.arundinacea 

G.maxima 
P.australis 

T.angustifolia T.latifolia 

Emergent Reeds 7 



C.acuta 

C.acutiformis C.riparia 

Emergent Reeds 8 



C.aquatica 

C.rostrata 

9 Emergent Reeds 



Marginal Broad Leaf 

10 Marginal Broad Leaf 



Scrophularia 
spp. 

Mentha spp. 

Lycopus spp. 

Marginal Broad Leaf 11 

Paired leaves – Square Stem 



S.galericulata 

S.palustris 

Marginal Broad Leaf 12 

Paired leaves – Square Stem 



V.angallis-
aquatica 

V.beccabunga 

Marginal Broad Leaf 13 

Paired leaves – Round Stem 



E.hirsutum 

V.scutellata 

Marginal Broad Leaf 14 

Paired leaves – Round Stem 



P.hydropiper 

M.scorpiodes 

S.dulcmara 

Marginal Broad Leaf 15 

Alternate leaves – Round Stem 



R.flammula 

R.amphibia 

Marginal Broad Leaf 16 

Alternate leaves – Round Stem 



R.sceleratus 

Marginal Broad Leaf 17 

Alternate leaves – Round Stem 



I.glandulifera L.salicaria 

L.vulgaris L.thyrsiflora 

Marginal Broad Leaf 18 

Whorled leaves 



L.pedunculatus 

P.palustris 

M.trifoliata 

Marginal Broad Leaf 19 

Lobed leaves 



Rorippa spp. 

S.latifolium 

B.erecta 

A.nodiflorum 

Marginal Broad Leaf 20 

Compound leaves 



S.officinalis 

R.hydrolapathum 

O.crocata 

Marginal Broad Leaf 21 

Compound leaves 



E.arvense 

E.palustre 

E.fluviatilis 

Marginal Broad Leaf 22 

Odd leaves 



V.palustris 

Marginal Broad Leaf 23 

Odd leaves 



C.palustris 

Marginal Broad Leaf 24 

Odd leaves 



Submerged Fine leaf 

25 Submerged Fine Leaf 



P.trichoides 

P.berchtoldii 

P.pusillus 

Submerged Fine Leaf 26 

Alternate leaves – Round stem 



P.filiformis 

P.pectinatus 

Submerged Fine Leaf 27 

Alternate leaves – Flat stem 



P.acutifolius 

P.compressus 

Submerged Fine Leaf 28 

Alternate leaves – Flat stem 



P.obtusifolius 

P.friesii 

Submerged Fine Leaf 29 

Alternate leaves – Flat stem 



J.bulbosus 

Zannichaellia spp. 

Submerged Fine Leaf 30 

Opposite/Clumped leaves 



R.fluitans 

R.tricophyllus 

R.circinatus 

Submerged Fine Leaf 31 

Composite leaves 



R.aquatilis 

R.peltatus 

R.pseudofluitans 

Submerged Fine Leaf 32 

Composite leaves 



O.fluviatilis 

O.aquatica 

Submerged Fine Leaf 33 

Compound leaves 



A.inundatum 

S.latifolia 

Submerged Fine Leaf 34 

Compound leaves 



Submerged Whorls 

35 Submerged Whorls 



M.alterniflorum 

C.demersum 

C.submersum 

Submerged Whorls 36 



M.aquaticum 

M.spicatum 

Submerged Whorls 
37 



H.vulgaris 

E.canadensis 

E.nutallii 

Submerged Whorls 38 



E.densa 

Submerged Whorls 39 



Ultricularia spp. 

L.major 

H.palustris 

Submerged Whorls 40 



Submerged Broad 
Leaf 

41 
Submerged Broad Leaf 



P.perfoliatus 

P.alpinus 

Submerged Broad Leaf 
42 

Alternate leaves 



P.lucens 

P.praelongus 

Submerged Broad Leaf 
43 

Alternate leaves 



P.nodosus 

P.gramineus 

Submerged Broad Leaf 
44 

Alternate leaves 



P.coloratus 

P.crispus 

Submerged Broad Leaf 
45 

Alternate leaves 



G.densa 

Submerged Broad Leaf 
46 

Paired leaves 



Floating Leaf 

47 

Floating Leaf 



L.trisulca 

A.filiculoides 
L.gibba 

L.minor L.minuta 

S.polyrhiza 
W.arrhiza 

Floating Leaf 
48 

Free-floating 



N.lutea 

H.morsus-ranae 

Floating Leaf 
49 

Rooted 



N.peltata 

N.alba 

Floating Leaf 
50 

Rooted 



R.omiophyllus 

R.hederaceus 

Floating Leaf 
51 

Rooted 



H.vulgaris 

H.ranunculoid
es 

Floating Leaf 
52 

Rooted 



P.amphibia 

P.natans 

Floating Leaf 
53 

Rooted 



P.polygonifolius 

54 

Floating Leaf 
Rooted 



Submerged Rosette 

55 

Submerged Rosette 



Littorella spp. 

L.dortmannia 

Submerged Rosette 
56 



A.plantago-aquatica 

A.lanceoloata 

Submerged Rosette 
57 



Bryophytes 

58 

Bryophytes 



R.riparoides 

F.antipyretica 

Bryophytes 
59 



C.polyanthos 

Bryophytes 
60 



A.riparium 

A.fluviatale 

Bryophytes 
61 



C.cuspidatum 

B.rivulare 

C.fontinaloides 

Bryophytes 
62 



Bryophytes 
63 



Algae 

64 

Algae 



Lemanea spp. 

Hildenbrandia spp. 

Batrachospermum spp. 

Algae 
65 



Enteromorpha/Ulva spp. 

Cladophora spp. 

Vaucheria spp. 

Algae 
66 



Chara spp. 

Hydrodictyon spp. 

Algae 
67 


